Advanced Placement U.S. Government and Politics
Mr. Wilson

Email: wilsonapgov@gmail.com 

Phone: 242-7682 ext. 2370

2017-18 School Year

Welcome to Advanced Placement U.S. Government and Politics (AP Gov. for short)! We meet every day in room A237. This is a yearlong course that takes the place of your Participation in Government course which is required for graduation. 
Course Description

AP U.S Government and Politics is an intensive study of the formal and informal structures of the U.S. government and the processes of the American political system. There is a strong emphasis on the constitutional foundations of the institutions of the U.S. Government, its policy making processes and subsequent methods of implementation. This course is designed to prepare students to complete the AP Exam.
AP Government and Politics Exam

The National AP Govt. exam is administered by the College Board in May. There is a fee to take the exam, though the School District will cover the cost for some students. The exam is scored from one to five (5= extremely qualified, 1= no recommendation). Many colleges will give a student college credit for a grade of three or higher. Doing well on the exam is one of the main focuses of this course and with that in mind assignments will be quite rigorous and the expectation is that you will perform to the best of your ability. It is expected that all students in AP courses take the AP exam in May, and in preparation for the exam, I expect you to treat this like a college course, with complete focus on the coursework and completion of all assignments. Most of all, I expect EXCELLENCE from you throughout the year!  
GOALS: Students successfully completing this course will:
· Know important facts, concepts, and theories of the constitutional underpinnings of U.S Government and politics.

· Understand patterns of political processes and behavior and their consequences (including the components of political behavior, the methods used to explain or justify various government structures and procedures, and their political effects).

· Understand the theoretical basis of the American political institutions and their role in the US political process (i.e. the legislative, executive and judicial branches of the US government).

· Be able to recognize the internal structure of US political parties, how they work with interest groups to achieve their goals how they are covered in mass media.

· Understand how public policy is formulated in relation to the American political process and the methods used to implement public policy.

· Be able to know how civil rights and civil liberties have been incorporated into the American political structure.

· Be able to analyze and interpret basic data relevant to Government and politics.
Course Grades

Tests, Projects and Essays



35%

Quizzes





25%

Classwork




15%

Homework




15%

Class Participation (includes attendance)

10%

It is important for students to be aware of their grades. Powerteacher Gradebook will be updated on a weekly basis, so students and parents/guardians should become familiar with ParentCONNECT (for parents) and ParentSTUDENTCONNECT for you to keep up to date with me about grades and to communicate any questions or comments. If you have questions, feel free to ask or email me.
There will be a midterm exam in January and a final assessment in May or June based on the entire course. Each will count as test grades and will be modeled on A.P. Exam. I will give you more information on this final assessment as I receive it.

Tests and Projects:

Tests will be given upon completion of specific units such as (Foundations of U.S Government, Federalism, etc.). Tests will be composed of multiple-choice questions, and/or free response essay questions. Projects will be given periodically throughout the course and will reflect major topics covered.
Weekly Writing/Current Events Assignments:
Students are responsible for keeping up with the daily events in the nation and the world. Students will need to stay up to date with events that are going on both locally and nationally. The class is encouraged to read, watch, and listen to several different sources such as The New York Times, NPR, or CNN. Online sources will be used as well in the assignments. At least one writing assignment or free response essay will be assigned per week as a way to keep current as well as practice writing for the AP exam. 

Textbook and other Reading Quizzes: 

Patterson, Thomas E. The American Democracy. 10th ed. New York, McGraw – Hill, 2011.

The textbook will be supplemented with classroom handouts and additional readings throughout the course. Reading quizzes will be given along with the textbook and supplemental readings. Expect a quiz each week

Class Participation

To get the most out of this class, you will be expected to participate in discussions and debates. I encourage you to voice your opinion, ask questions, and choose sides in debates. In our discussions I expect you to act as mature young adults and to treat each other with respect.

Attendance Policy
Attendance policy for this course conforms to school and district policy. Students who are absent legally are responsible for the work that they miss (notes, homework, tests, etc.) and will have 10 school days in which to make up work. Students must take the initiative to find out what was missed. Students absent illegally will not be able to turn in late work. Poor attendance and tardiness will have a negative impact on your Class Participation grade. Be in class, be on time and be ready to learn!
Making Up Work 

Missing work must be made up outside of class. My office hours are periods 1,2 and 5 everyday, period 6 on A/C days, period 8 on B/D days and after school by appointment.

Community Service

Being a participant in our government includes giving back to your community. As you already know, community service is a requirement to attend prom, graduation and other senior activities. Various opportunities will be provided throughout the course and be sure to complete all required hours so you can enjoy all of the senior year activities. Remember: no Community Service, no Prom, no Graduation!
Public Policy Project
As seniors, education must reach beyond the classroom, reaching out into the “real world” to prepare you for life after high school. Towards that end, during the duration of the course students will be required to work on a Public Policy Project. The project consists of a written research paper as well as other elements, including but not limited to community activism, interviewing activists and politicians, and attending and speaking at government meetings about your project topic. More information will be forthcoming.

Materials you need EVERY DAY!!!!!!!

· Blue or Black Pen 
· Highlighter

· 3 Ring Binder
· Lined Paper
You will be required to keep a notebook as well as various handouts throughout this course. How you choose to do this is up to you, however, you will be responsible for all information covered in class lectures and all handouts. Taking notes and keeping a binder is essential for success.

Late Work

Work turned in late not due to legal absences will have 10% deducted from the grade for each school day it is late. Work will be considered late if it is not turned in when the teacher collects it. Late work will not be accepted after one week.
SOTA PLAGIARISM POLICY

SOTA DEFINES PLAGIARISM TO INCLUDE:

· Copying someone else’s work and using it as your own

· Taking credit for (stealing) someone else’s words or ideas

· Not citing resources used

· Using papers published/sold on the Internet or other services without citation

The purpose of this policy is to help students learn the appropriate way of citing research resources and the value of written work and ideas.
CONSEQUENCES OF COMMITTING PLAGIARISM

The penalty for students committing plagiarism may include one or more of the following:

· Warning

· Rewrite of assignment required

· Rewrite of assignment with grade penalty

· Teacher conference with student

· Phone call or email home

· Conference with student, teacher, parent/guardian, and administrator

· No credit for assignment

· Disciplinary referral to administrator

THE SOTA HONOR CODE

Every student understands that the courses of study at the School of the Arts are difficult, and while group study is both accepted and encouraged, ethical conduct is expected at ALL times. All SOTA students realize that violation of the HONOR CODE consists of the following:

· Cheating includes actually giving or receiving of any unauthorized aid or assistance in any form of any academic work

· Plagiarism includes the copying of or representation of another’s work as my own.

· Plagiarism also includes claiming information from the Internet as my work.

SIMPLY STATED… SOTA STUDENTS AGREE NOT TO CHEAT!

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS:

Students are to behave appropriately, including but not limited to the following:

· Be on time, Be prepared, Be engaged!


Early is on time! (  On time is late! ( (This is my personal pet peeve: see below)

· Cell phones and all electronics are prohibited in ALL classrooms.


To include but not limited to:  ear buds, headphones, IPODS, tablets, IPADS, etc.

· The Dress code will be strictly enforced.

To include but not limited to:  Hats, hoodies and bandanas as well as what is prescribed by the school handbook and posters.

· Disrespect/Disruption to the educational process is prohibited.

To include but not limited to:  bullying, profanity, food consumption and personal grooming.

POSITIVES: 
The class and/or individuals may earn the following for meeting the expectations
· Class treat/snack

· Homework Pass: Excused from one homework assignment

· Drop lowest quiz grade

· YouTube cat video at end of class (or other appropriate for school video)

· Class in courtyard (weather permitting, only after an extended period of good behavior)

CONSEQUENCES:   To include but not limited to:

· Verbal/non-verbal warning/contact log

· Reduction of class participation portion of grade

· Move the student’s seat

· Parent contact

· Lunch detention

· After school detention

· Conference with administrator

. 

NON-NEGOTIABLES – Immediate removal from classroom
To include but not limited to:  Fighting; both physical and verbal, vandalism, theft, chronic disruption, and suspicion of being under the influence of illegal substances.
SEVERE CONSEQUENCES:  To be determined by administration

Lateness to Class

Students are expected to be in class on time and prepared. Because time in class is so important to you and your classmates, students who are late without a pass will have their marking period grades reduced by a percentage point, as part of your participation grade. Please be on time, and if you are late sign into the tardy log and have a pass. Excessive tardiness will result in a referral to your administrator and your grade will suffer.

A Final Note…
Please remember that AP Government takes the place of PIG, a required course for graduation. However, unlike PIG, this class is the equivalent of a college course and will be challenging for the duration of the class, especially in preparation for the AP exam. As such, I expect seniors who are looking forward to graduation, college and beyond, to come to class prepared and ready to experience the rigor and challenge of a college level course. It is truly heartbreaking to see a student miss graduation because he or she didn’t pass or they just didn’t make it to class. However, these are the course requirements and I will hold each and every one of you responsible for them. Do not risk your future plans for college or career! If you work hard, follow the rules and do what is expected, this can be a fun, exciting and rewarding class and we’ll have great success. I look forward to getting to know you, teaching you and learning from you throughout the year!!

Oh, one more thing...

RETURN THIS SECTION TO ME BY ________, __________________ 

I have read and understand this Course Syllabus, including the Course Outline, Required Materials, Behavior Guidelines, Grading Policies and all expectations and consequences as stated above. 
Student Print Name ________________________________________________________________________

Student Signed Name ________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature ________________________________________________________________________

Student Email ________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Email ________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone ________________________________________________________________________

Parent Cell Phone ________________________________________________________________________
Student Cell Phone ________________________________________________________________________
